A FLEETING  TRIUMPH
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hardened his heart, until at the period which, we
have now reached (1534) we see him capable of
brutal and insulting treatment of his wife and
elder daughter, of which any gentleir.au would
be ashamed. On the other hand, the attitude
of Katharine and Mary was exactly that best
calculated to drive to fury a conceited, overbearing
man, loving his supreme power as Henry did. It
was, of course^ heroic and noble of the two ladies
to stand upon their undoubted rights as they
did; but if Katharine by adopting a religious life
had consented to a divorce, the decree of nullity
would not have been pronounced; her own posi-
tion would have been recognised,, her daughter's
legitimacy saved, and the separation from Rome
at least deferred, if not prevented. There was-
no such deterioration in Anne's character as in
that of Henry; for it was bad from the first^ and
consistently remained so. Her ambition was the
noblest trait in her nature ; and she served it with
a petty personal malignity against those who
seemed to stand in her way that goes far to de-
prive her of the pity that otherwise would go out
to her in her own martyrdom at the hands of the
fleshly tyrant whose evil nature she had been
so greatly instrumental in developing.
It was undoubtedly to Anne's prompting that
the ungenerous treatment of the Princess Mary
was due,, a treatment that aroused the indignation
even of those to whom its execution was en-
trusted. Henry was deeply attached to Ms
daughter, but it touched Ms pride for her to refuse
to submit without protest to his behest. When
Norfolk told him. of the. attitude of the Princess